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WHICH LIVING PERSON DO YOU MOST ADMIRE?

 		There are a lot of people I admire, but I’ll point you to one of 
my day-to-day heroes: Angie Snavely, an in-house attorney 
at Toro Company. She’s a great friend, a stellar attorney, and 
a caring mom and wife. While I know she juggles life just as 
furiously as the rest of us, I am in awe of her ability to do it 
with such grace and enthusiasm.  

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST INDULGENCE?

 		Foreign travel. I love to plan and take long vacations in new 
places; time spent away from home reminds me about the 
many wonderful things that are part of my daily life and 
provides much needed perspective.  

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE JOURNEY?

 		There have been so many that are memorable: a packed 
ferry ride to a tiny speck of land off the coast of Thailand and 
the home of the best chicken laab in the world; an accidental 
trip through Manhattan with a rented van so packed full of 
college “necessities” that it was impossible to see out of side 
and rear windows (NOT a good idea); night swimming in a 
bioluminescent bay, surrounded by glowing blue microscopic 
organisms in the water and bright stars above; a run through 
the back halls of the Hungarian National Museum before 
closing time to see the famous coronation mantle made 
in 1031; a helicopter ride to a glacier 6,000 feet above sea 
level in New Zealand. There is something special about every 
adventure, but I suppose my favorite journey is always the 
one that’s waiting around the corner, not yet taken. 

WHO OR WHAT IS THE GREATEST LOVE OF 
YOUR LIFE?

 		My husband is the “who” and books are the “what.”  I 
learned to read very young, and it is usually what you 
will find me doing in my spare time, if I’m not painting or 
watching films. 

WHICH TALENT WOULD YOU MOST LIKE  
TO HAVE?

 		I’m woefully uncoordinated. I don’t need to have pro-athlete 
level skills (although if someone is giving them out for free, 
I’ll gladly take them), but it would be nice if my imagined 
level of physical ability matched reality a little bit. 

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT 
YOURSELF, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

 		I would like to be a little less worried about the future, so 
that I could live more in the moment in my personal time. 

WHAT DO YOU MOST VALUE IN YOUR FRIENDS?

 		Common sense. A lot of people in our profession get very 
wrapped up in the urgency of day-to-day demands, but 
I have a lot of friends who have a long-term view and a 
common sense approach to life which makes our time 
together (relatively) drama free and fun.

WHAT IS IT THAT YOU MOST DISLIKE?

 		Posturing – it’s not only exhausting to deal with an outsized 
ego, but completely inefficient in getting deals done. 
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WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO PRACTICE LAW?

		I actually knew I did not want to practice law when I watched 
my mom go through college and then law school when I was 
young – she worked very, very hard to put herself through 
school and raise two kids at the same time. But I went to 
college and I realized that the law is the foundation of our 
society: there’s little you can do without it. Suddenly, there I 
was, applying for law school.

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST CLIENT ACHIEVEMENT? 

		Honestly, I love those individual emails and calls from my 
clients that show how excited they are to start a new deal 
with my team, and which celebrate a particularly difficult 
transaction getting to the finish line. It’s always nice to take  
a moment, reflect on the course of the transaction and  
think about the great new things that new partners can  
build together.

 IN WHAT AREA WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN  
MORE OR IMPROVE?

		Psychology: so much of what we do every day is driven by 
individual egos and individual perceptions of reality, rather 
than by rational decision making.

WHICH OF YOUR COLLEAGUES DO YOU  
MOST ADMIRE?

		Breia Schleuss. She is my role model, trusted confidante 
and a true friend. She’s dedicated to her clients, and 
is always stretching to take on new challenges. She’s a 
calm, knowledgeable, confident attorney recognized as a 
national expert in agriculture finance who truly shines when 
counseling her clients. She’s amazing. 

WHAT DO YOU MOST ENJOY ABOUT WORKING AT 
FAEGRE BAKER DANIELS?

		 	The people I work with –both clients and colleagues. I like to 
circle the floor at my office and talk to my colleagues. I learn 
about recent preschool adventures and upcoming vacations, 
get podcast recommendations, and brainstorm about ways 
to improve our practice and the legal community. I work 
with some really awesome people that I’m lucky to also call 
personal friends.

WHAT DO YOU WISH YOU COULD CHANGE 
ABOUT THE LEGAL INDUSTRY?

		Increased diversity. We’re getting better when it comes 
to gender, but we, as a legal profession, need to focus our 
efforts on building the pipeline, providing clear opportunities 
and training against implicit bias, and foster success for every 
single lawyer.  

WHAT DO YOU FIND MOST CHALLENGING ABOUT 
YOUR AREA OF FOCUS?
		  Balance. Nearly every day is marked by an urgent request 

from clients – but responding to emergencies and providing 
counsel when big issues arise are simply part of what we 
do as lawyers. I really like the challenge of balancing the 
immediate needs and pressures with the bigger picture items 
to ensure that when the deal is inked, my client has what she 
came to the table to get.

WHAT DO YOU FIND MOST REWARDING ABOUT 
YOUR AREA OF FOCUS?
		 My clients! When I was elected to the partnership at 

FaegreBD, it was the perfect moment for me to pause and 
think about how many clients I’ve been lucky enough to help 
– and learn from – through the years. Good clients make it all 
worth it.

HOW HAS YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON LAW  
CHANGED OVER THE YEARS? 
		  When I started law school, I was much more focused on the 

ideals and theories of law. In practice, you almost don’t have 
time for that. In deals that go a mile a minute, you’re not so 
focused on the underwriting legal principles that are driving 
you towards a decision. When you practice, your focus 
narrows. 

WHAT IS THE BIGGEST LESSON YOU’VE LEARNED? 
		Everybody makes a mistake – at least one, but most likely 

a lot more than that. You’ve got to be able to recognize it, 
accept it, assess the implications, address it head-on and 
move along. 

IF YOU COULD CHANGE YOUR AREA OF FOCUS, 
WHAT WOULD YOU SWITCH TO AND WHY?
		I don’t think that I would change; I have a great team and 

great clients right now. I do really envy and admire one of my 
friends who advocates for and advances international human 
rights – but I also recognize that she has a skill set that makes 
her really shine in this area of focus.
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