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WHAT IS YOUR IDEA OF PERFECT HAPPINESS? 

 		Hiking in the mountains with my wife and kids  
(once they’re old enough to walk, of course!).

WHICH LIVING PERSON DO YOU MOST ADMIRE?

 		Jon Stewart. He has an amazing ability to combine  
humor with political insight.

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST EXTRAVAGANCE?

 		Vacations. I don’t take them often, but when I do I like  
to go somewhere off the beaten path. My wife and I drove 
22 hours through the Sahara desert in Morocco to ride 
camels and camp out near the Algerian border.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE JOURNEY? 

 		The 18 months I lived in Taiwan. I was 22 and didn’t have  
a care in the world. The food was amazing, the country  
was beautiful and the culture was fascinating.

WHO OR WHAT IS THE GREATEST LOVE  
OF YOUR LIFE? 

 		My wife and twin sons, but my wife would say it’s China!

WHICH TALENT WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO HAVE? 

 		I wish I had a photographic memory. I tend to forget things 
quickly - out of sight, out of mind.

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT 
YOURSELF, WHAT WOULD IT BE? 

 		I would learn to slow down and enjoy the moment. I tend 
to move too fast and think about what’s next rather than 
appreciating where I am.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER  
YOUR GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT? 

 		Learning Chinese. Until you think and dream in another 
language, you don’t realize how much your native language 
influences who you are. It also gave me the tools to 
communicate with people in China who have completely 
different life experiences and views on the world than I do.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST TREASURED POSSESSION?

 		My journal from my college semester abroad in China. I still 
like to read it occasionally, to see China with fresh eyes again 
and relive those growing experiences.

WHAT DO YOU MOST VALUE IN YOUR FRIENDS? 

 		Honesty and a sense of humor. I need someone to give it  
to me straight, and they had better be funny about it!

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE HERO OR HEROINE  
OF FICTION? 

 		Sherlock Holmes. I wish I had his powers of deduction  
and logic.

WHAT IS IT THAT YOU MOST DISLIKE?

 		Closed-mindedness. The world is full of new experiences, 
you can’t be afraid to step out of your comfort zone and  
try something new.
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WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO PRACTICE LAW? 

		I got a crash course in international trade law when I worked 
for an international trading company in Taiwan. I had never 
thought much about what might happen if the boat full of 
products sank half-way across the ocean. It opened my eyes 
to a whole new world and I was hooked.

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST CLIENT ACHIEVEMENT?

		Becoming friends with my clients. When someone respects 
your opinion and wants to work collaboratively to achieve 
a business goal it makes this tough job that much more 
enjoyable and rewarding.

 IN WHAT AREA WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN  
MORE OR IMPROVE?

		U.S. export controls is a constantly evolving area of law.  
I am always trying to stay on top of the most recent changes.

WHICH OF YOUR COLLEAGUES DO YOU  
MOST ADMIRE? 

		 	Angie Castille. She taught me everything I know about the 
international practice and what it means to be a good lawyer.

WHAT DO YOU MOST ENJOY ABOUT  
WORKING AT FAEGRE BAKER DANIELS? 

		The people. Not every firm has people who genuinely care 
about their work and each other. We spend so much time 
together it’s like a work family.

WHAT DO YOU WISH YOU COULD  
CHANGE ABOUT THE LEGAL INDUSTRY? 

		The pace of change. Lawyers are conservative by nature, but 
the business world moves quickly. It’s hard to balance those 
two competing forces.

WHAT DO YOU FIND MOST CHALLENGING  
ABOUT YOUR AREA OF FOCUS? 
		 There is no such thing as “international law.” There are many 

types of law that cross borders, which means there is a lot to 
learn and be thinking about. My practice is so varied I need 
to be mindful of many different areas of law when I advise 
clients about their international legal issues.

 WHAT DO YOU FIND MOST REWARDING  
ABOUT YOUR AREA OF FOCUS? 
		I love working with local counsel on cross-border projects 

and learning about the legal systems of other countries.  
It’s amazing to be able to connect with the whole world  
right from my desk.

HOW HAS YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON LAW  
CHANGED OVER THE YEARS? 
		  When I first started practicing I took a conservative point  

of view and was surprised when companies assumed risks in 
the course of doing business. Over time I learned that taking 
calculated risks is an essential part of every business, and 
that different companies have different tolerances for risk. 
My job as a lawyer is not to completely prohibit risk-taking  
by clients, but to help them identify and evaluate risks in 
order to achieve legitimate business goals and also comply 
with the law. 

WHAT IS THE BIGGEST LESSON YOU’VE LEARNED? 
		Ask questions early and often. It’s healthy to challenge 

assumptions by clients and other lawyers in order to  
set expectations, formulate a strategy and achieve the  
best results.

IF YOU COULD CHANGE YOUR AREA OF FOCUS, 
WHAT WOULD YOU SWITCH TO AND WHY? 
		Part of me wishes I were a litigator. Not everyone gets  

a fair shake in the legal system, and I would love to  
represent clients who need a voice to defend their rights.

WHAT IS THE NEXT BIG PROJECT  
YOU’D LIKE TO TACKLE? 
		 	Working on big M&A deals is always fun. It consumes  

your life during the project, but there’s always some 
interesting twist you didn’t expect. With more deals  
crossing international borders there are more opportunities 
for me to work on those deals.
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