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What is your greatest extravagance? 

 		I really love good food. My family and I love really nice meals 
at “foodie restaurants.” We have a list of the top restaurants 
in the Twin Cities, and we have fun checking them off. My 
kids are 13 and 16, so we’ve brought them up on trying great 
food. My absolute favorite restaurant was Heidi’s, which 
closed this year. We also like the new Burch’s steakhouse in 
Minneapolis. 

One of the most extravagant things I’ve ever had was 
for Mother’s Day at Oceanaire, a seafood restaurant in 
Minneapolis. We had crab that was caught on a boat from 
“The Deadliest Catch” TV show. I don’t even know how 
expensive it was, but it was really good. 

What is your favorite journey?

 	I love to travel, and I have a goal to get to all 50 states by  
the time I turn 50. I’m at about 42 states now, so I’m getting  
there. A trip we’re planning out west this summer will help. 
Internationally, my favorite trip was to Tuscany a few years 
ago. It was fabulous – the countryside was beautiful and the 
food was great. The best thing I had there was gnocchi with 
truffles. 

I’m not a “sit-on-the-beach” traveler. I love the adventurous 
side of travel; one of my favorite things to do is to immerse 
myself in the culture of wherever it is I’m visiting.

What talent Would you most like to have?

 	I would love to be talented enough to sing and dance on 
Broadway. It’s totally unrealistic, but if I were talented 
enough to do that it would be just amazing. One of my 
favorite Broadway musicals is “Rent.” 

Who is your favorite hero or heroine of 
fiction?

 	At the risk of sounding like a complete nerd, one of them 
would be Frodo Baggins from The Lord of the Rings trilogy. 
He’s the unexpected hero. I love that he’s not perfect, 
and nobody expects that he’s the one who’s going to save 
their world. I also love that he makes mistakes, but he has 
perseverance, and he does what needs to be done no matter 
how difficult it is.
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What made you Want to practice laW? 
	The intellectual challenge. In undergrad I majored in English 

and business and I tried a lot of potential jobs. I did PR for 
an art gallery, worked in human resources at a publishing 
company and wrote greeting cards for American Greetings…
they were jobs that sounded like they would have been really 
great, but they just weren’t challenging enough. I’m the first 
lawyer in my family, and I didn’t know exactly what it would 
involve, but I knew it would be challenging and diverse 
enough to engage me for my whole career – and it has been.

What is your greatest client achievement?
	I am very proud of the client relationships my colleagues 

and I have built at the firm. We are really trusted advisors 
for many firm clients on an ongoing basis. The deep, long-
standing client relationships we have developed together are 
the best aspect about being in my practice.

What do you find most challenging about 
your area of focus?
	The benefits and executive compensation practice area is 

very complex. Translating that complexity into practical 
business solutions is really challenging, but it’s also very 
rewarding. 

What do you like about Working for 
faegre baker daniels?
	My colleagues. I think large law firms can be interchangeable, 

but what’s special about Faegre Baker Daniels is the people. 
I really respect the expertise and abilities of my colleagues 
and they are genuinely nice people. That makes it a lot more 
fun to come to work every day.

What Would you change about the legal 
industry?
	I would like to see a shift of focus to the value lawyers 

provide as business partners to clients and less on the raw 
dollars and cents. Alternative fee solutions that have been 
emerging are getting at that problem, which is exciting to 
see. I also wish that women would continue to get more 
significant roles in law, in partnership and firm leadership. 
It’s great to see firms like ours being aware of diversity issues 
and making progress, but I wish I could snap my fingers and 
fast forward to total gender equality. 

Practice:

www.FaegreBD.com USA q UK q CHINA


