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   Region 5 has more superfund sites than 
any other region, and state agencies are 
stretched in terms of trying to implement 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s  
(EPA) Clean Power Plan

   Through its “Next Generation Compliance” 
initiative, EPA encourages the development 
of “citizen science” that might be used  
in citizens’ suits, nuisance actions by 
neighbors and toxic tort litigation

   EPA enforcement priorities target large 
manufactures with the potential for 
significant environmental impacts  
across multiple facilities

   EPA guidance on vapor intrusion reduces 
the need for states to develop their own 
extensive guidance and policies

   Implementing a solvent wipe program  
may save a company thousands of  
dollars, but the company should also 
consider whether the implementation is 
worth the effort; considerations include 
implementation cost, whether the  
wipes qualify and employee confusion

STATE BY STATE
 ILLINOIS
     The Illinois EPA is streamlining and expediting permitting with new 

processes, Web portals and the development of general, rather 
than site-specific permits that can be renewed automatically

     The state is working with communities to increase awareness and 
reduce salt use on a watershed-by-watershed basis to control 
steadily increasing chloride concentrations in Illinois waterways

     The Registration of Smaller Sources (ROSS) program will 
significantly cut registration costs and allow Illinois EPA to  
focus on major sources of air emissions 

 INDIANA 
     IDEM procedural requirements, along with Governor  

Pence’s rulemaking moratorium, have slowed rulemaking,  
and its enforcement of wastewater violations is surprisingly  
low with only a little over 2 percent of violations being  
referred to enforcement

     The state is highly incentivizing voluntary disclosure of  
violations from audits, except for facilities with Title V permits

     The upcoming Primary/Secondary NAAQ’s rulemaking for  
Ozone should have a wide impact

 OHIO
     The reorganization of Ohio’s Division of Surface Water is 

anticipated to increase permitting efficiencies within the state

     The state expects enforcement to focus on algae blooms  
and the oil and gas industry in the next year

 MICHIGAN
     Key Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 2015 priorities 

include streamlining burdensome rules and regulations, 
combatting invasive species, improving water quality and  
water use, and expanding the department’s role in economics

     DEQ has now implemented most of the Environmental Advisory 
Rules Committee recommendations; the next focus will be 
involving stakeholders in the annual regulatory plans, goals  
and rule development

     DEQ is dealing with a number of federal issues including 
greenhouse gas rules, Asian carp, coal ash rules and ballast water

 MINNESOTA
     The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has implemented 

TEMPO, a new enterprise database system that will allow the 
agency to provide new online services and improve data quality

     MPCA has recently executed new data sharing procedures 
including data flows to the EPA and online analytical tools to  
assist with data transparency

     A new MPCA advisory committee will advise the commissioner 
on the adequacy of environmental review documents including 
issuance of certain permits, adoption or revision of rules, and 
variance requests
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