
WHO'S WHO IN THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
C A B I N E T  R E F E R E N C E  G U I D E

The President’s Cabinet includes the Vice President and the heads of 15 executive departments tasked 
with advising the President on any subject relating to the duties of each member’s respective o�  ce. 
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Senator from 
Alabama; former State 
AG and nominee for 
a federal judgeship

Former Governor 
of Georgia 

Billionaire Investor 
and founder of the 
investment fi rm 
W.L. Ross and Co

44-year career in the 
Marine Corps, served 
as head of U.S. Central 
Command

Michigan Educati on 
Acti vist

Former Texas 
Governor and former 
Presidenti al candidate

Georgia 
Representati ve 
and House Budget 
Committ ee Chairman

N/A

Att orney 
General

Secretary of 
Agriculture

Secretary of 
Commerce

Secretary of 
Defense

Secretary of 
Educati on

Secretary of 
Energy

Secretary of 
Health and 
Human Services

Secretary of 
Homeland 
Security

Sen. 
Jeff  Sessions

Sonny Perdue

Wilbur Ross

Gen. James 
Matti  s (Ret)

Betsy DeVos

Rick Perry

Rep. Tom Price

Positi on currently 
vacant

Served in the U.S. Senate since 1997; 
held public offi  ce in Alabama since 1981

Two terms as Georgia governor and a 
decade in the state legislature

None

44 years in the military, no experience in 
civilian posts

None

Three-and-a-half terms as the Governor 
of Texas, eight years as Texas agriculture 
commissioner, and a short sti nt as 
lieutenant governor

Eight years in the Georgia state Senate 
and then 12 years in Congress

N/A

  Leading congressional opponent  
of illegal immigrati on and 
proponent of reducing legal 
immigrati on

  Advocate of expanding constructi on 
of a Southern border fence

  An immigrati on hawk

  Known as the “King of Bankruptcy” 
for restructuring steel, texti le and 
mining companies, among others

  Takes a criti cal view of U.S. trade 
policy of the last two decades

  Known for his candor, blunt talk 
and great att enti on to military 
tacti cs and strategy

  Opposed the Iranian Nuclear Deal

  Advocate for expanding charter 
schools and private-school 
vouchers

  An advocate of fi scal conservati sm
  Opposes federal health care reform 

and the Aff ordable Care Act

  Longti me criti c of the Aff ordable 
Care Act; leading architect of 
“repeal and replacement” ideas

  Supports enti tlement reforms to 
address federal budget challenges 
including  premium support model 
for Medicare

N/A

CABINET  
POSITION

NOMINEE / 
APPOINTEE BACKGROUND

POLICY INTERESTS / 
NOTABLE ISSUE STANCES

GOVERNMENT
EXPERIENCE



The Honorable Mary Bono
Principal - Faegre Baker Daniels Consulti ng
+1 202 589 2857 | mary.bono@FaegreBD.com

Nicholas Manetto
Principal - Faegre Baker Daniels Consulti ng
+1 202 312 7499 | nicholas.manett o@FaegreBD.com

David Gogol
Principal & Vice Chair - Faegre Baker Daniels Consulti ng
+1 202 312 7402 | david.gogol@FaegreBD.com

Andrew Wheeler
Principal - Faegre Baker Daniels Consulti ng
+1 202 312 7424 | andrew.wheeler@FaegreBD.com

CONTACTS:

Reti red neurosurgeon 
and former Presidenti al 
Candidate

Member of Congress 
from Montana and 
reti red Navy SEAL

Dean of Florida 
Internati onal College of 
Law; former Assistant 
Att orney General

CEO ExxonMobil 
Corporati on

Former Labor Secretary, 
former chairman of 
the United Way

Former Chief 
Informati on Offi  cer  
for Goldman Sachs

Secretary of health 
for Veteran Aff airs 
under the Obama 
Administrati on

Secretary of 
Housing and Urban 
Development

Secretary of 
the Interior

Secretary of Labor

Secretary of State

Secretary of 
Transportati on

Secretary of Treasury

Secretary of 
Veterans Aff airs

Dr. Ben Carson

Rep. Ryan Zinke

Alexander Acosta

Rex Tillerson

Elaine Chao

Steven Mnuchin

Dr. David Shulkin

  Dedicated to strengthening 
communiti es that are most in need

  Brings a personal experience of 
having grown up poor in Detroit

  Strong advocate for American 
energy independence 

  Supports an all-encompassing 
energy policy

  Supports mining and drilling

  Tough on health care fraud and  
white collar crime during tenure 
as Assistant Att orney General

  Business relati onship ti es with 
Russia

  Recognizes climate change as a 
problem

  Supported regulatory and legislati ve 
reforms in protecti ng the health, 
safety, wages and reti rement 
security of U.S. workers

  Supports re-examining the 
Dodd-Frank regulati ons

  Views suicide preventi on as a top 
priority for the VA

  Opposed to moving veterans’ care 
to the private sector

None

Two years in the Montana Senate 
and two years as a member of the 
U.S. House of Representati ves from 
Montana’s at-large district

Assistant Att orney General under 
the George W. Bush administrati on; 
member of the Nati onal Labor 
Relati ons Board

None

Labor Secretary for both terms of the 
George W. Bush administrati on and 
served as deputy secretary in the 
Department of Transportati on

None

Under Secretary of Health for the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Aff airs
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 C A B I N E T  A P P O I N T M E N T  P R O C E S S
1. Nominated by the President/President-elect

3. Voted out of committee before going to full Senate

2. Senate hearings before relevant Senate committee

4. Confi rmed by full Senate in fl oor vote
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